
 

 

 

ITINERARY 4C  DAVARAS - GIAF MOUNTAIN HUT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

description  

UNESCO Dolomites system Dolomiti Friulane 

mountain group(s) Crìdola, Monfalconi di Forni 

UNESCO values Landscape: the itinerary goes through the Giaf Valley, in the very heart of the 

large amphitheatre created by Monfalconi di Forni and Crìdola, the most 

famous and dramatic groups in the Dolomiti Friulane. It runs along the Giaf 

mountain stream and ventures into a pristine natural environment with a 

beautiful beech and Norway spruce wood which opens up onto the clearing 

where the mountain hut is located, with beech trees giving way to larch. It is 

quite rare to find a site in this harsh yet fascinating part of the Dolomites that 

is so accessible and affords such a close-up view at the foot of Crìdola and 

Monfalconi di Forni. 

The features of the landscape are typical of the eastern section (adding to the 

feeling of wilderness that reigns in this environment): mountain systems with 

ancient vertical cliffs and wild streams rushing over them, long deeply carved 

valleys and large deposits of debris covered in lush woodland. 

Geology: the predominant rock in the Dolomiti Friulane is Main Dolomite, 

which was deposited towards the end of the Triassic period on an extensive 

flood plain, showing the early tendency to trap poorly oxygenated basins 

(Forni Dolomite). Many dinosaur footprints from the late Triassic period have 

been found here. 

The NE-SW orientation of the main mountain ridges (Cridola, Busca, Duranno, 

Preti, Pramaggiore and Cornagiet) and the formation of the principal valleys 

(Vajont, Cimoliana and Settimana) reflect the inclination of the layers and the 
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planes of the numerous thrust faults. 

The landscape is adorned with towers and spires where the stratification or 

the planes of low-angle thrust faults intersect with vertical tectonic fractures, 

as in mounts Cridola, Monfalconi and Spalti di Toro. 

[source: https://www.dolomitiunesco.info/?lang=en] 

description of the route From the hamlet of Forni di Sopra, follow the main road SS 52 Carnica then in 

Chiandarens take the junction for the Giaf Valley tourist road (follow the 

directions for the Giaf mountain hut). The first section of the road is 

tarmacked (about 1.5 km) then it becomes a dirt road (paved on the bends). 

The road is closed to unauthorised traffic at the car park near the bridge over 

the Giaf stream. Leave your car here and continue the excursion along the 

forest road which will take you through the woods to the clearing where the 

mountain hut stands. 

advice  

recommended period End of June to mid-September (when the mountain hut is open). Info: 

https://rifugiogiaf.org/prenota 

recommended gear Wear comfortable clothes in layers. It is important to have sunscreen with you 

at all times, a change of clothes should it rain and a small first aid kit. 

recommended equipment Due to the condition of the terrain, we recommend hiking (electric off-road 

chairs) or Joëlette wheelchairs. Given the distance, when using electric 

wheelchair, it is a good idea to take some spare batteries. 

recommendations Always travel with others, so they can help you deal with any difficulties you 

may encounter. 

When following the itinerary in a wheelchair, on a mountain bike or with a 

pushchair, fit tyres with deep treads and always carry a complete tyre repair 

kit with a pump and spare inner tube. 

N.B. Road closed to traffic 

info  

altitude 1400 m a.s.l. 

starting point Car park at the Giaf mountain hut, along the Giaf Valley tourist road, 33024 - 

Forni di Sopra (UD) 

GPS coordinates: 46.4277011,12.5385665 

Altitude: 1058 m a.s.l. 

arrival point Giaf mountain hut – Davaras, 33024 - Forni di Sopra (UD)  

GPS coordinates: 46.4233515,12.5202186 

Altitude: 1422 m a.s.l. 

distance 2360 m 

overall difference in height 364 m uphill; 0 m downhill 

incline Average of 15 % 

minimum width 2.50 (track) 

terrain Dirt track (with surface in fine and coarse packed gravel) and some paved 

sections 

obstacles Barrier at the car park (room to get round it)  

exposed stretches None 

facilities  

access Private transport: car park at the beginning of the route 

restrictions Road closed to traffic 

car park Large untarmacked car park with no reserved spaces 

https://www.dolomitiunesco.info/?lang=en
https://rifugiogiaf.org/prenota


 

 

 

accessible toilets None 

refreshments Giaf mountain hut (https://rifugiogiaf.org/prenota) 

recharging stations for electric 

bikes 

None 

network coverage Coverage in the area is average. It is stronger near the mountain hut but can 

be patchy 

GPS mapping 4C_track.gpx 

street view https://www.google.it/maps/@46.4233515,12.5202186,3a,75y,282.79h,111.69t

/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1scGvS_gNMJVuprFjYn9zDwg!2e0!7i13312!8i6656 

signs along the route Signs and educational boards of the Parco Naturale delle Dolomiti Friulane at 

rest areas  

UNESCO info points None 

guides Dolomiti Friulane Park guides [info: 

http://www.parcodolomitifriulane.it/visite-guidate/le-guide-del-parco/] 

rental services None 

emergency numbers 112 European emergency telephone number 

contacts  

contact for info ASSI Onlus, Via Villa 7 32036 Sedico (BL) 

email: assi.onlus@gmail.com / tel. +39 0437 852418 

Dolomiti Friulane Park guides: prenotazioni@dolomitifriulane.it,  

 fabianobruna68@gmail.com 

information provided by and 

itinerary checked by 

ASSI Onlus (first mapping): https://www.assionlus.it/ 

 

 

 

Dolomiti Friulane guides (revision):  

http://www.parcodolomitifriulane.it/visite-guidate/le-guide-del-parco/ 

 
route mapped on September 2017: 

revised Autumn 2019 

responsibility The contents of this information sheet do not exempt hikers from responsible 

behaviour. 

The weather in the mountains can change very quickly and the degree of 

difficulty of the itineraries depends on a number of factors which often cannot 

be foreseen, including the conditions of the route, how fit you are and your 

equipment. Before starting out, always check the weather forecast and 

contact the local tourist board for an update on the conditions of the route. 

 

Weather: https://www.meteo.fvg.it/home.php 

Local tourist board: http://www.fornidisopra.com/ 
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