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ACCESSIBLE VIEWPOINT - MARMOLADA

description

UNESCO Dolomites system Marmolada

mountain group(s) Marmolada

UNESCO values Landscape: the Dolomites are the universal archetype for a specific mountain

landscape that takes its name, “Dolomite landscape”, from these very
mountains. A number of key features define this particular landscape.

Firstly the extremely complex topography, distinctive for the mountain ranges
that, while separate, are juxtaposed in a particularly contained setting.
Secondly, the uncommon variety of shapes, both vertical (cliffs, needles,
spires, pinnacles, towers and jagged peaks) and horizontal (ledges, roofs,
overhangs, crags, plateaux and high plains). First and foremost however, the
Dolomites are famous for their exceptional varieties of colour and the
extraordinary contrast between the soft lines of the pasturelands and the
sudden vertical thrust of the stark, bare mountain peaks.

The remarkable mountain landscape that we see today has changed very little
since it formed millions of years ago. The unmistakable, familiar shapes of the
Dolomite peaks are none other than the atolls and coral reefs of those ancient
times, while the Alpine passes and inhabited valleys we see today correspond
to the deep stretches of sea which originally separated them. This is the only
example in the world of a fossil landscape that is as recognisable as this, a
tropical archipelago that has transformed into extraordinary towering
mountains.

Geology: The Dolomites are one of the best conserved examples in the world
of fossil reefs and tropical environments of the Mesozoic era. They preserve
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fossil evidence of the organisms which were instrumental in their formation
around 250 million years ago. The sequence of rocks illustrates the resurgence
and evolution of life following the greatest extinction event ever recorded in
the history of geology that occurred between the Permian and Triassic eras
and led to the disappearance of more than 9o % of living species. The
interaction between the atolls and the coral reefs of the Triassic and the
powerful volcanic eruptions which were a common occurrence in those distant
times are clearly and spectacularly visible here. The lack of tectonic
deformation, the impressive outcrops, the thick layers of accumulated
sediment and the extensive lateral continuity of these mountains reveal the
history of the Earth like in a giant rock book and allow us to physically explore
the ancient geography of those seas and islands.

[source: UNESCO Dolomites Foundation, UNESCO World Heritage Dolomites,
2010]

description of the route The accessible viewpoint of Punta Rocca, which lies at an altitude of 3265

metres, affords exceptional views and is located in the central and highest
point of the Dolomites. It has an unhampered, 360° view over all the World
Heritage peaks: from the Catinaccio group to the Pale di San Martino, from
Civetta to Pelmo and Croda da Lago, from the peaks of the Ampezzo Valley to
those of Alta Badia. The summit of the Marmolada also has something no
other mountain in the Dolomites has: a glacier covering its north face. Since
December 2017, visitors can physically touch the glacier snow with lifts which
take them directly to the lowest tip of the glacier.
The viewpoint can be reached by the Marmolada cableway. Access to the
valley station is very easy from the car park opposite the cableway in Malga
Ciapéla (2450 m a.s.l.). Take the first available cabin to the middle station of
Banc (2350 m a.s.l.), change and ride up to Serauta (2950 m a.s.l.). At Serauta
you can visit the Marmolada Museum of the Great War 3000 m (fully
accessible) and have lunch at the self-service restaurant which has an excellent
view over the Sacred Monumental Area of Serauta. Then you can climb even
higher with another cabin to Punta Rocca (3265 m a.s.l.) where, thanks to a
lift, you can access the panoramic terrace giving you an unparalleled view of
the Dolomites every season of the year from the summit and in the open air.

advice

recommended period From June to September and from December to April (opening times and
periods: www.funiviemarmolada.com).

recommended gear Wear comfortable clothes in layers and hiking boots if you wish to go outside
the stations. Always take some heavy clothing with you (even in the summer)
and protection from the rain. It is advisable to take sunscreen and a hat to
protect you from the sun

recommended equipment No special equipment is needed when visiting the museum and the panoramic

terrace (if you stay inside the stations). If, instead, you decide to go outside (no
access for wheelchairs), you will need hiking boots and via ferrata equipment if
you decide to visit the Sacred Monumental Area.

recommendations Always travel with others, so they can help you deal with any difficulties you
may encounter. In bad weather, contact the cableway on +39 0437 522984
before setting out to make sure it is open (e.qg. if there is strong wind).

N.B. The lift is completely accessible
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altitude

1450-3265 m a.s.l.

starting point

Valley cableway station, Malga Ciapéla - 32023 Rocca Pietore (BL)
GPS coordinates: 46.427489; 11.910909
Altitude: 1450 m a.s.l.

arrival point

Serauta station (Museum of the Great War 3000; restaurant)
GPS coordinates: 46.437674, 11.879406

Altitude: 2950 m a.s.l.

Punta Rocca station (panoramic terrace; Grotta della Madonna)
GPS coordinates: 46.433665, 11.862227

Altitude: 3265 m a.s.l.

distance

4.47 km (22" in cableway)

overall difference in height

1815 m

incline

70% (Malga Ciapéla-Banc section), 40% (Banc-Serauta section), 24.2%
(Serauta-Punta Rocca section)

minimum width

The narrowest point inside the Museum is approx. 1.00 m

terrain

Paved surface if you remain inside the stations

obstacles

None. There are no architectural barriers in any of the stations (the different
levels are served by stairs but there is always a lift)

exposed stretches

None (inside the buildings)

facilities

access

Private transport: the departure station is easy to reach by car
Public transport: bus stop (times: www.dolomitibus.it)

restrictions

None

car park

Large free car park at Malga Ciapéla with reserved spaces opposite the
cableway entrance

accessible toilets

In both the valley and Serauta stations; for the bathroom on the third floor,
collect the keys from the Serauta restaurant

refreshments

Bar at Malga Ciapela opposite the cableway station and self-service restaurant
at the Serauta station

recharging stations for electric
bikes

None because bikes (including e-bikes) are not allowed on the cableway

network coverage

Almost perfect, except for a couple of spots. There is free wi-fi in the whole
area, including the cabins

GPS mapping

3E_track.gpx

street view

Panoramic photo car park and valley station (Malga Ciapéla):
https://www.google.it/maps/@46.42757,11.9110683,3a,75Y,209.41h,75.85t/da
ta=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipOnopOSzBvmIXioEHz-LbeB16Vi-
x_1YeoccvTa!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flhs.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2
FAF1QipOnopOSzBvmJXioEHz-L beB16Vi-x_1YeoccvTa%3Dw203-h100-k-no-
pi-0-ya93.43015-r0-0-f0100!7i6000!8i3000

Panoramic photo restaurant in the Serauta station:
https://www.google.it/maps/@46.4377783,11.8797217,3a,75Y,102.39h,90t/dat
a=!3m8lie1!3m6!1sAF1QipMQazFHNtgK 5faxMezvNBbMxagoYtvaX-
G5BOhk!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flhs.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1
QipMQa7zFHNtgK5f4xMezvNBbMxagoYtv3X-G5BOhk%3Dw203-h100-k-no-
pi-0-ya107.67411-r0-0-f0100!7i5472!8i2736

Panoramic photo panoramic terrace at Punta Rocca:
https://www.google.it/maps/@46.4337617,11.8618633,3a,75Y,149.1h,69.74t/d
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signs along the route

There are information boards at the departure of the cableway and on the
Punta Rocca panoramic terrace. Every visitor is given an illustrated leaflet
about the Marmolada and the Marmolada Museum of the Great War, as well as
other material available at the time. The material is always in three languages:
Italian, English and German

UNESCO info points

None

guides and assistance

Guided tours of the Marmolada Museum of the Great War 3000 m are
available. The lift staff is available for assistance

rental services

None

emergency numbers

112 European emergency telephone number
118 Italian emergency telephone number

contacts

contact for info

e-mail: info@funiviemarmolada.com / tel: +39 0437 522984

information provided by and
itinerary checked by

move to the top
ﬁm;molada

1.450 m > 3.265 m
http://www.funiviemarmolada.com/

route mapped on

25/10/2018

revised

23/07/2019

responsibility

The contents of this information sheet do not exempt hikers from responsible
behaviour.

The weather in the mountains can change very quickly and the degree of
difficulty of the itineraries depends on a number of factors which often cannot
be foreseen, including the conditions of the route, how fit you are and your
equipment. Before starting out, always check the weather forecast and
contact the local tourist board for an update on the conditions of the route.

Weather: http://www.arpa.veneto.it/previsioni/it/html/meteo_dolomiti.php
Local tourist board: http://www.marmolada.com/it/
Lift opening times and periods: http://www.funiviemarmolada.com/
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